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Listen to the music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVASMFrr2PQ 

Gendhing Madu Waras Slendro Sångå (Healthy Honey) 

Langgam Petis Manis Slendro Sångå (Sweet Shrimp Paste) 

Petis manis pupus tebu saupåmå 

Kepriyé werdiné åjå ngucap nora teges tanpa gunå 

Kepriyé karepmu petis manis sarpå langking 
saupåmå 

Kepriyé werdiné åjå ngucap yen tå among 
samudånå 

Damar mancung ngupet råså kang samar-samar 
gagar wigar pikolé-hé 

Mulå tejå bengkok ngirup toyå trimå lowung kanggo 
kåncå jroning sepi 

Munå muni petis manis yen ngucap sing ngati ati 

Tansah tak enteni dadi kanthi nyåtå bebrayan 
sejati. 

Sweet shrimp paste, the new leaves of sugarcane, if it were 
true 

What would it mean? Don’t say things that have no meaning 
or no use 

What do you want? Sweet shrimp paste, is like the poison of 
a black snake, 

What would it mean? Say what you mean, don’t tell tall tales. 

Don’t cut the extended branch of the coconut tree, you worry 
too much, it will stop success. 

Thus the rainbow sucks up water, you have a friend to talk to 
in the midst of loneliness 

Saying to each other, ‘Sweet shrimp paste’, if it is said 
carefully 

I am always waiting to get on well together, clearly and truly.  

Petis Manis 

Petis Manis contains rhyming word play. (For example, petis manis [in the first line] is a synonym for kecap.  
Kecap, in turn, rhymes with ngucap [‘to speak’, in the second line]). Traditional Javanese lyrics also often use the 
scheme: 1

st
 line nonsense, 2

nd
 line philosophy. 
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Madu Waras 
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